
Singing folk songs has been a way of life, and my livelihood for over thirty years now. And in that time 
I’ve come to realize just how necessary the arts are to our daily lives.


The folk arts are flexible and accessible. The folk arts invited participation and improvisation. Our folk 
music is a bearer of history and custom, and has grown by being needed and used. It has adapted 
itself to new circumstances, and is not ‘finished,’ or ‘crystallized.’ And, folk music is a kind of art when 
everyone can help make.


I hope we can be in touch soon. I’d love to present a concert for your club or organization. I’d love to 
present an entertaining and enriching program at your local library or for the residents at your local 
senior home or assisted living community.


I’d love to present an educational workshop to members of your music community and share 
something of what I have learned and found valuable. I’d love to lead your community in a sing along 
and folk jam, just like we do at the Old Town School of Folk Music in Chicago. And I still love 
performing at a home concert or in a casual coffeehouse setting. 


Thanks for being in touch. Am looking forward, 


!
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1. It’s a Sin to Tell a Lie (Billy Mayhew)


Originally recorded by Fats Waller in 1936, “It’s a 
Sin to Tell a Lie” has been recorded by many over 
the years, including The Ink Spots, Tony Bennett, 
Billy Holiday and others. A faint childhood 
memory of my grandmother singing it on a car 
ride, led me to track down the original Fats Waller 
recording and work up a guitar arrangement.
!

2. Once I Had an Old Banjo (traditional)

I first heard “Once I Had an Old Banjo” on 
Fleming Brown’s LP “Little Rosewood Casket 
and Other Songs of Joy” in the mid 1980s. Later, 
Tom Jones of Lombard, IL, who studied with 
Fleming at the Old Town School of Folk Music 
gave me several of the cassettes he had 
recorded in Fleming’s classes. Fleming explained 
that he got it from Rufus Crisp who lived his 
entire life in the mountains of eastern Kentucky. 
Where Rufus got it we can only guess.
!

3. Pueblo, Colorado (M. Dvorak)

A story song that evolved after meeting a young 
man Matt, at a diner in Garden City, Kansas. He 
was from somewhere in Tennessee and recently 
out of the service, and headed to Pueblo to 
repair his life. I awoke one morning with the tune 
and the opening lines just ready to go. The lyric 
came together fairly quickly after that.
!

4. North Platte, Nebraska (M. Dvorak)

On the way to Estes Park, CO, I stopped at a 
hotel in North Platte. It was late afternoon and 
the entire essay spilled out in one sitting. I 
worked on it again upon returning home. The 
print version was included in the book, “Bowling 
for Christmas & Other Tales from the Road.”
!

5. Ruben You Can Play Your Banjo (Bartholomew 
Bean)

Learned from Lee Ruth at The Chez Coffee 
House, Columbia, Missouri in the very late 1980s. 
“Ruben” is an old friend by now. This take was 
recorded live for a WFMT 98.7 fm “Folk Stage” 
segment in 2012 in Geneva, Illinois.
!

!
6. I Hate to See the Summer Go 


(M. Dvorak)

From the same “Folk Stage” broadcast. The 
concert was the opening event to the 2012 Fox 
Valley Folk Festival, in  Geneva, Illinois. A woman 
from Oshkosh, Wisconsin heard the song and 
wrote me, “If I were a drinker,” she said, “‘I Hate 
to See the Summer Go’ would be my three olive, 
three fingers full, hold the ice, martini song. It 
makes me need a hug.” 

I like that.
!

7. It’ll Be Better (M. Dvorak)

The third song from the WFMT live set. Written in 
2007 while healing from a broken bone in my 
hand and a broken finger.
!

8. Over the Waterfall • Arkansas Traveler 
(traditional)

Two common tunes I have always admired. After 
being with WeaverMania! and trying to assimilate 
something of Pete Seeger’s and Erik Darling’s 
prowess on the banjo, this arrangement began 
coming together. It’s mostly what I’d call two-
finger style, but it seems to work.

Check out Pete’s lightning version on “Pete 
Seeger and Sonny Terry at Carnegie Hall 
(Folkways-Smithsonian FA2412).
!

9. Someone to Watch Over Me 

(Ira & George Gershwin)

One of the great melodies in American pop 
music. Getting on top of the guitar arrangement 
proved to be a challenge. Then to be able to sing 
it while playing was another thing all together.
!

10. Old Friends (M. Dvorak)

Written in 2014 with my friends in Tennessee in 
mind. For Elbert & Helen, Don & Liz, Dixie & 
Steve, Gracie, Dan & the rest. Thank you.
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